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Welcome to the third issue of the ORDA newsletter, I have been working hard to 
try and get race reports and new items to put in the newsletter for you but am 
lacking some enthusiasm from you all to have a go at writing reports. To be hon-
est before I started racing I hated writing too but am getting to enjoy it now ive 
ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘΧ ȅƻǳ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŜƴƧƻȅ ƛǘ ǘƻƻΧΧΧΦ 
 

{ƻƳŜ ǘƻǇƛŎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƛŦ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŀǊŜΧ 
Safety crews.. Why do you keep coming back ? What do you enjoy? 
New Crews...What got you into racing? 
ΨhƭŘΨ ŎǊŜǿǎΦΦΦIƻǿ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǊŀŎƛƴƎΚ ²Ƙŀǘϥǎ ƪŜǇǘ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ŦƻǊ 
more? 
Or why not interview your friends and family? What is it they like about 
coming to race meetings?  Would they be up for writing a race report while 
they were at an event? 
Funny stories that have happened at race meets 

 
Anyone who wants to have a go please send you interviews, reports, funny stories 
etc. to ashleigh@ashleighbun.co.uk & Let me know if you would like to remain 
anonymous. 
 
 
I have to say on behalf of all the competitors and trainees that were at Allhallows 
last week, the officials did a great job putting on the first race of the season ! Eve-
rything ran smoothly  and  i'm sure everyone thoroughly enjoyed themselves. 10 
boats on the water  was a pretty good turn out for the beginning on the season 
but lets see even more support for future events! 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Pulse Sports Therapy for getting me  
recovered from my knee injury and back on the water in Allhallows last week I 
couldn't have done it without them.  
 
The 2011 race concept  and unlimited event licences for 2011 leaves you with no 
ŜȄŎǳǎŜǎΗ LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ōƻŀǘ ƻǊ ƪƴƻǿ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ōƻŀǘΧΦ DŜǘ ǘƘŜƳ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀπ
ter once they have done one race they wont be able to resist coming back! 

 
 

²Ŝƭƭ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΣ 
 

Ashleigh Foulser  



Three generations triumph at AYC! 
By Sheena Williams 

Three generations of racers not only competed in three different teams, at the inaugural Powerboat 
2011 race, held at Allhallows, Kent last weekend, but boasted a winning Granddad and winning Grand-
son who both took the honours in their class, with Mum Odette taking the first lady over the line 
award.  Grandfather Brian Peedell battled his way to the front of the pack to take first boat over the 
line, whilst grandson Daniel Priestley beat parents Mark & Odette Priestley into second place in their 
class. 

 
With weather especially ordered in for the event, the sun was beating down without a breath of wind 
for both training and race day.  Saturday, saw 10 trainees being put through their paces by the safety 
and assessment teams, practising their flag procedures, MOB and overtaking manoeuvres, following a 
morning in the classroom.  Some, like well known Paul Hastings, were re-training and brushing up on 
the new rules for 2011, but even Paul commented that he had learnt a few new things and that it was a 
worthwhile exercise.  Returning A Team Mark & Odette Priestley failed to make the start of the practi-
Ŏŀƭ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǎƻƴ 5ŀƴƛŜƭΩǎ ƻǳǘŦƛǘΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴΣ 
ōǳǘ ǿŜǊŜ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŀŎŜǎ ōȅ {9t!Ωǎ ǇƻǿŜǊōƻŀǘ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƻǊ {ƘŀǊƻƴ !ǘƭŜŜ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎŜ 
on Sunday.  Engine problems prevented them getting off the slipway for the practical, although they 
attended the theory session on safety, scrutineering & launching procedures, along with the others.  
Theory demonstrations and slides were presented to highlight the expectations required during the 
ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ hh5Σ ŀƭƭ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŎƘŦǳƭ ŜȅŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƭǳōΩǎ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ hŦŦƛŎŜǊ 
ς John Gore. 
 
.Ǌƛŀƴ tŜŜŘŜƭƭ όhw5!Ωǎ ǇƻǿŜǊōƻŀǘ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƻǊύ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƛŦŜ tŀǘ ƎŀǾŜ ŀ ǘŀƭƪ ƻƴ ōƻŀǘ ǎŜǘ ǳǇΣ ǘǊƛƳ ŀƴŘ 
navigation, together with the importance of crew communication & testing, all useful but sometimes 
forgotten information, that can make all the difference between winning or losing! 
 
When the day of the race dawned, the organisers could hardly believe the weather was still holding; 
with 11 entrants on the starting line, the first of the Powerboat 2011 racing concepts got underway.  
Brought in by Rob McCarthy to help with dwindling fields, Powerboat 2011 is basically a powerboat 
event that anyone from any class can enter.  Once the entries are in, class divides are made up depend-
ing on the dynamics of the field but are roughly based on up to 100hp, up to 200hp and over 200hp.  
.ƻōΩǎ ƛŘŜŀ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ƳƻǊŜ ōƻŀǘǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ƻƴ ǊŀŎƛƴƎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ 
than on a specific class. 
 
As the boats raced down from the muster area, it was once again the Midas Cat of John Hedges & Mar-
tin Warren who roared into the lead, closest to the shore.  Martin had specifically requested at Drivers 
Briefing that they be allowed to be positioned furthest away from the Start Boat, as the Midas does 
have a tendency to do twice the race course distance as she rounds the buoys! 
 
As the larger boats began to wind up, by the time the fleet turned Mark 2, the tangerine boat of Neil & 
Jason Jackson ς NWJ Services ς had shot into the lead, flying down the back strait to the East Blyth 
Channel Mark, closely 
pursued by the 2010 Na-
tional Champion win-
ning boat of Circle Ex-
press and newcomers 
C77 Graham Reeder and 
Andrew Fitzgerald, with 
Paul Hastings in his 
Hastings Design race 



Despite warnings at the briefing about the infamous 
ǘŀƴƪŜǊ ǿŀǎƘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ΨƘƻǾŜǊΩ ƛƴŎƻƴǎǇƛŎǳƻǳǎƭȅ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ 
area, the crews had trouble spotting the incoming wave 
configurations as the sun was glimmering on the water, 
making it difficult to read.  Lap 2 saw the Navigator of C77 
ς newbie Andrew Fitzgerald ς go swimming at the East 
Blyth, the only foot out of place the team had made that 
weekend!  This beautifully prepared outfit of Graham 
Reeder has been immaculately put together and the pair 
were organised, paperwork ready and punctual for train-
ing and briefings throughout the weekend.  
όL Ŏŀƴ ǇǊŜŘƛŎǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀƴ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜǊǎ ΨŘǊŜŀƳ ǘŜŀƳΩ ŦƻǊ 
2011) 
 
Back to the race, and the following team of Paul Hastings and Stuart Dick in the infamous RENEGADE of 
Boatmad, put their knowledge of MOB into practise by stopping to assist and shield until the rescue 
boat arrived on the scene, earning him The Steve Baker Challenge Trophy for the best sportsmanship 
award, as he jeopardised his challenge on the leaders.  After a quick check over by the Event Doctor, 
Andy got back into the boat and continued with the race for the experience. 
 
The two A boats just behind, were battling it out with the lead boat in B Class; experienced driver 
{ƘŀǊƻƴ !ǘƭŜŜ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ŘƻǿƴǎƛȊŜŘ ƘŜǊ нлΩ ¢ƛƴǘƻǊŜǊŀ ǘƻ ŀ фл ¸ŀƳ - in preparation perhaps for an assault 
on the 3B Worlds this year in Torquay? ς took out geriatric sister Sheena for spin to remind her of the 
ƻƭŘ ǘƛƳŜǎΗ  5ǳōōŜŘ ΨDǊŜȅ IŀƛǊ wŀŎƛƴƎΩ ōȅ ǘƘŜ hh5 ŀǘ tǊƛȊŜ DƛǾƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƴƻǘŎƘŜŘ ǳǇ ŦƛǊǎǘ 
ǇƭŀŎŜΣ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ {ƘŜŜƴŀΩǎ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎǘŜƴƴŀ ŎƘŀƛǊƭƛŦǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƘŜǊ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǘΣ 
should she ever be daft enough to go again! 
 
Daniel Priestley and his newly trained Navigator Ash Jennings  
In A17 drove a sterling first couple of laps to shake off the  
ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ aǳƳ ϧ 5ŀŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘŀƴŘŜƳ муΩ tƘŀƴǘƻƳΦ  
Seventeen year old Daniel encompasses the spirit of the 
ƻƭŘ h/w ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎƳ ŀƴŘ ΨŦƻƻǘ Ŧƭŀǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƻƻǊΩ ǘŀŎǘƛŎǎΗ  
Mark & Odette in their tandem seated A boat were unable  
to keep up with their son, prompting Mark to throw down the  
gauntlet for the next race.  The husband & wife team had had 
their engine problems over the weekend and will I am sure be 
pushing harder, hot on the heels of the leading A boats in Plymouth in a few 
weeks time. 

 
Meanwhile, the three other 3B contenders were battling it out behind; veteran driver Graham Atlee 
who took out the newly trained Natalie Hedges as his navigator in  
the16 Phantom B27, to notch up 2nd place. Natalie was thrilled to be taking 
part in her first race alongside Dad John in the Midas ς and they say 
powerboat racing is not in the blood! I remember racing 
ŀƭƻƴƎǎƛŘŜ WƻƘƴΩǎ CŀǘƘŜǊ ¢ŜǊǊȅΣ ōǳǘ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǘŜƭƭπ
ing you how many years ago that was!   

Natalie Hedges in her very 
first powerboat race 

Daniel Priestley & Ash Jennings who won the 

OCR A class battle 



The new team of Neil Ives and Carl Andrews in B52 were 
hot on their heels in their first race and although Carl 
seemed a little nervous following the training from the 
day before, he soon settled down to  
enjoy his first experience of a complete race and I am 
sure  will not be so daunted at the  
prospect of the next one.  The 
team also took the Concourse 
ŘΩ9ƭŜƎŀƴŎŜ ¢ǊƻǇƘȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ  
prepared boat, as judged by  
the Scrutineers. 
 

Back in the driving seat ς after a long lay off with an injured leg ς Ashleigh has relegated Adrian to the 
back seat for this season.  Again a strong contender for the 3B World Championships in Torquay in 
September, this beautiful boat has attracted sponsorship this year and has been renamed DIGITAL 
CLARITY for the 2011 season.  In anecdotal fashion after the race Adrian, who has fitted a new tank in 
ǘƘŜ ƴƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǘΣ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ !ǎƘƭŜƛƎƘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ Ƙƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŀƴƪŜǊ ǿŀǎƘ ΨYŜŜǇ ȅƻǳǊ 
foot down ς LΩǾŜ Ǉǳǘ ƳƻǊŜ ǿŜƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘΗΩ !ǎƘƭŜƛƎƘ ǎŀƛŘ ǎƘŜ ŘƛŘ ŀǎ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ƘŜǊ ŜȅŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
prayed he was right!  He was. Dads always are. 
 
Back to the front contenders and newly acquired navigator George Butler was having the time of his 
ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪ ǎŜŀǘ ƻŦ .Ǌƛŀƴ tŜŜŘŜƭƭΩǎ /мо /Lw/[9 9·tw9{{Φ  DŜƻǊƎŜ ƘŀŘ ƻƴƭȅ ŎƻƳŜ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘ 
the race and was quickly nabbed by Brian who, without navigator for the season, was relieved to find 
someone to jump in the back at the last minute.  Driving the winning B class boat last season at the 
Shakedown, George certainly had to use every navigational skill in the book to keep up with the 
whereabouts of NWJ SERVICES.  These two teams swapped the lead several times, making an exciting 
race for the spectators, overtaking on both the straits and turn marks ς all closely observing the new 
overtaking rule for 2011 of course! 

      
Finally, Brian and George took first over the line honours a mere 
8 seconds ahead of the brothers Neil and Jason Jackson in sec-
ond place.  Third place went to Paul Hastings and Stuart Dick in 
RENEGADE, who failed to make up the lost time incurred when 
they stopped at East Blyth.  Full race results are shown on the 
next page. 
 
 

 
A big thank-you to all the members of AYC and SEPA who helped to make the weekend a success; 
well done to all the new trainees and to those who have re-trained and I hope you all go on to have a 
safe and successful racing season in 2011. 

 
For those of you who have not yet entered for the next 
race at Plymouth ς go on, get that entry form in now ς 
ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻΧΧΧΧΧ 
 
See you on the circuit! 

 
Race Report By Sheena Williams 



Allhallows Race Resultsé  

     Overall 
    Position 

Number 
  

Boat Name Driver Navigator 

Retd 40 MWA John Hedges Martin Warren 

1 C13 CIRCLE EXPRESS Brian Peedell George Butler 

2 926 NWJ SERVICES Neil Jackson Jason  Jackson 

3 33 RENEGADE Paul Hastings Stuart Dick 

4 A17 Priestley Racing Daniel Priestley Ash Jennings 

5 A16 Gilbert Racing Mark Priestley Odette Priestley 

6 B28 Tintorera Racing Sharon Atlee Sheena Williams 

7 B27 
RAW EDGE  
RACING 

Graham Atlee Natalie Hedges 

8 B52 BLITZ RACING Neil Ives Carl Andrews 

9 B92 DIGITAL CLARITY Ashleigh Foulser Adrian Foulser 

10 C77 ANNNAB Graham Reeder Andrew Fitzgerald 

/ƻƴŎƻǊŘŜ 5Ω9ƭŜƎŀƴŎŜ τBlitz Racing 

Steve Baker award for Sportsmanship -  
Paul Hastings 

1st Lady home 
Odette Priestly 

First to mark 1 
John Hedges & 
Martin Warren 



What's New? 

Coming Soon on the ORDA site!... 
For Sale and Wanted Page 

 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŘŜǎǇŜǊŀǘŜƭȅ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƘƻƭŘ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǇǎΣ ǊŀŎŜ ƪƛǘΧ ŀ ōƻŀǘ 
even ? For racing this season send us your WANTED ad. If you think 
you may have any kit or a boat that someone would want and wish to 
sell it please send us your FOR SALE ad and we will list them in the 
next issues of the ORDA newsletter and upload them on the website 
 

 {ŜƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ CƻǊ {ŀƭŜ ϧ ²ŀƴǘŜŘ ŀŘΩǎ ǘƻΥ 
 admin@orda.co.uk or Ashleigh@ashleighbun.co.uk  
 
Please keep items Race or Boating related to make best use of the 
contacts we have through the newsletter and the site.  
 
If you can include an email or number so the buyer/seller can contact 
you direct this would be great :) 

 

We managed to have fun AND please the Public! 
See quotes from fans below 

άLƭ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ L ōƻƻƪ 
my holiday the 

same time as the 
ǊŀŎŜ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊέ 

άLǘ ǿŀǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
friendly race crews about the 
different boats, engines and 
classes so I knew what was 
happening when I came to 
ǿŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎŜ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅΗέ 

ά¢ǳǊƴǎ ƻǳǘ Ƴȅ ōƻŀǘ 
ŎƻǳƭŘ ǊŀŎŜ ƛƴ о/ LΩƭƭ 

have to start  
rigging it for next 
season. Thanks 
ƎǳȅǎΗέ 

ά¢Ƙƛǎ Ƙŀǎ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ 
me to get my 
ƻǿƴ ōƻŀǘΗέ 

άtƻǎǘŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ 
great wouldn't 

have known any-
thing about the 
racing without 
ǘƘŜƳέ 

άaȅ ƪƛŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ  
allowed to sit in 

the boat for their 
ǇƘƻǘƻǎΗέ 



History of Powerboat Racing  
Part 2 by Martin Napier  

The format of races, having largely changed from Place to Place, to a circuit format, meant that the sport became 
tied-in to local sponsorship needs. During the financial downturns of the 1990's, race boat numbers declined, 
local authorities, who had been the main source of sponsorship for UKOBA had to tighten their purse strings, and 
sponsorship became difficult to obtain. 
 
Some local authorities felt that they had been promised larger numbers of race boats, & therefore a bigger spec-
tacle than actually took place. Hence a form of back-lash took place in some quarters, and of course this made 
local sponsorship still more difficult to obtain. 
 
ORDA (Offshore Racing Drivers Club) had by this time started, firstly in a small way, to run races. The Association 
started off as a drivers' club, to represent drivers' wishes, against what was felt to be unreasonable requests, etc, 
from race organisers, and to represent drivers with the RYA. 
 
Gradually this became, not without some compromising of original principles, a means to run races, and ORDA 
organised various races. Early venues included Weymouth, but the best known, and longest running ORDA Race 
is that at Torquay, over the late spring Bank-Holiday. 
 
The Racing at Cowes, although not always to the liking of those racing Class 3 boats, continued under Tim Powell, 
until the year 2000, when the BPRC (British Powerboat Racing Club) was formed. The Cowes Races had only been 
run to Torquay infrequently, sometimes as an add-on to more localised races, in the form of  The Martini Mara-
thon Series. This was initially a Mediterranean Series, including the multi-stage Venice to Monte-Carlo Race, 
around Italy. 
 
The Cowes-Torquay-Cowes heat was contested by comparatively few boats, often fewer than 10, but it kept the 
idea of longer distance racing alive, for those keen on the concept. Class 3 boats & their crews sometimes felt 
άƭŜŦǘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭŘέ ŀǘ /ƻǿŜǎΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎΣ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘŀōƭȅΣ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ōƻŀǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ 
courses they competed over. The arrival of the HONDA Formula 4 Stroke Series changed that to a degree. 
 
Honda brought enormous volumes of sponsorship and publicity to powerboat racing. Offshore it might not have 
been, but numbers of boats competing helped to reverse the negative tide of recent years, and when Steve Cur-
tis designed a larger boat for a 225 hp motor, added to the original 130 hp , later 150 hp class, it became  a major 
powerboat force, albeit outside the UIM recognised class structure of Class 3, etc. 
 
Another series that must be mentioned was Offshore 2000. This was for 2 litre boats, and ran a circuit format 
with a handicap system. The series obtained TV coverage, but only lasted about three years, despite gaining 
quite a lot of support and about 20 or so competing boats. 
 
We are nearly up to date, for most readers/members will be aware of the more recent history of the sport.  Eco-
nomics again affected the numbers racing, and during the years 2000 ς 2010, often due to numbers racing with 
Honda/F4SA, Class 3 especially declined at an alarming rate. 
The larger 4 litre boats disappeared, and inevitably, Honda eventually withdrew from pumping large sums of 
money into the sport. 
 
It was not all bad news though ς A commercial organisation called Powerboat P1 started running races initially in 
the Mediterranean, but also off the South Coats of the UK, for large monohull (Class 1) type craft, with engines 
up to 32 litres (diesel)., using a circuit format. 
 
 



History of Powerboat Racing  
Continued 

 Have your say?? 
Email any race reports,  

stories, or favourite memo-
ries of racing to: 

Ashleigh@ashleighbun.co.uk 
to be in the next issue of the 

ORDA newsletter 

The first UK race was at Brighton, but with declining numbers at Cowes, the BPRC invited Powerboat P1 to run 
their race at Cowes, which took place over the 3 years 2005/6/7. 
 
In 2008, Powerboat P1 decided not to run their circuit formula at Cowes, but to re-launch the Cowes-Torquay 
Race.  For a variety of reasons this failed to happen, and Mike Lloyd, who earlier that year had revived the Round 
Britain Powerboat Race (Last run in the 1980's), offered to run the C-T-C Race for the BPRC. In less than five 
weeks, Mike Lloyd was able to take over & run this race, a feat which he repeated in 2009. 
 
This time has seen a re-launch of Marathon Racing, albeit, a continued decline in numbers racing smaller boats. 
 
tƻǿŜǊōƻŀǘ tм ǿƛǘƘŘǊŜǿ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ άōƛƎ ōƻŀǘέ ǊŀŎƛƴƎΣ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ŜǎŎŀƭŀǘƛƴƎ ŎƻǎǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻƻƪ ƻǾŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ IƻƴŘŀΣ 
changing it into Powerboat P1 Superstock, in 150 & 300 hp classes. This of course, still continues at present. 
Marathon Racing is continuing to see its revival, albeit, without much sponsorship. Most competitors fund their 
own racing without much financial support from outside, and races too have reverted to being run by clubs, on 
behalf of their competitor members. 
 
There is, this year (2011) a revival too in Class 3/b racing. The horsepower rules have of course changed, due to 
the gradual outlawing of 2 stroke outboards, on environmental grounds, and 4 stroke motors up to about 120 hp 
now race in Class 3/b., alongside older 2 stroke 90 hp units. 
 
This may seem unfair, but weights of  4 stroke units are heavier than 2 strokes, so it is a fairer comparison than it 
might at first appear. 
 
The environmental awareness of recent years has, of course, affected powerboat racing. 
Unlike Motor Car Racing, in all its various forms, powerboat racing does not have the widespread support, nor 
the TV coverage, to give it popular appeal to the same extent. 
 
It was never really envisaged as a spectator sport, although with circuit type courses, it could be so. 
Therefore, powerboat races have perhaps been unduly targeted by environmental lobbyists from time to time, 
and the format of using public freedom of the seas, means a potential conflict with areas of marine conserva-
tion, etc. 
 
While this history is largely that as seen by myself, and as such, may well contain inaccuracies or contentious 
points, I trust it purveys a fair story of the sport that we all love, over the past 50 or so years. 



3B Worlds 

The last newsletter introduced the 3B world  
championships and arrangements are currently  

being made to cater for all the teams over the four 
days.  

 

Some of the UK 3B competitors were seen at  
Allhallows last week but there must be more out 

there. If your intention is to be a part of the 
worlds and you have not already done so, please 
let Shirley know!  This way ORDA can make sure 

they have catered for everyone. 
 

The more 3B boats that enter the better the 
chance we have of getting UK boats on the  

Podium!  

If your think you could beat them contact: 
shirley.simpkins@skillsfundingagency.bis.gov.uk 

3B team 
Tintorera Racing 
Sharon Atlee 
Sheena Williams 



Upcoming Events: Plymouth  
6th-8th May 

Its only 2 weeks until the first National race for 3B, 
3C, OCR  and Round 2 of the Powerboat 2011  

concept, hosted by The Offshore Circuit Racing Driv-
ers Association.  Get your entries in now and don't be 

the one to miss out! 

Why not invite friends and family? 
Plymouth boasts a natural arena for 

racing. They can view the whole 
course from the comfort of the  

cliff-top cafes! 

This years Timetable includes 4 
Races for all classes!  

 

Saturday 14.15  
Saturday 15:00 
Sunday 12.45 
Sunday13:45 

Prize Giving 
Sunday 4pm 

In association with Plymouth county council and the Mayflower sailing club 

Please check the new RYA 
Powerboat racing rules for 
2011, now available to 
download from the RYA 
site before attending your 
ŦƛǊǎǘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǊŀŎŜΧ L ƪƴƻǿ 
I wouldn't want to miss out 
on this great event based 
on a technicality!: 
http://www.rya.org.uk/programmes/
powerboatracing/Pages/
PowerboatRacingRules.aspx  

http://www.rya.org.uk/programmes/powerboatracing/Pages/PowerboatRacingRules.aspx
http://www.rya.org.uk/programmes/powerboatracing/Pages/PowerboatRacingRules.aspx
http://www.rya.org.uk/programmes/powerboatracing/Pages/PowerboatRacingRules.aspx


Upcoming Events: Torbay Classic 
27th-29th May 

Social Events to look forward to: 
Friday 27th May: 
Free Disco and Welcome party at the Imperial 
Hotel Night Club 
 
Saturday 28th May 
Commodores welcome party 
2 free tickets per boat (£10 for extra tickets) 
Includes 2 course meal and a glass 
of wine! 
 
Kindly sponsored by the Royal  
Torbay Yacht club and the Imperial 
Hotel 

Important Notice! 
ORDA  now have to pay their calendar fee to 
the RYA prior to the race in Torbay so please 

send in your entry forms to Shirley before 13th 
May . (£60 penalty for late entry) 

Note to Marathon racers: 
In order to redeem your free entry to the Torbay classic all crew members must be full paying 
members of ORDA (£50) 
 

Download your membership form from www.orda.co.uk and return to the ORDA membership 
secretary. 

I will be doing Medicals! on: 
Friday 27th May 

Royal Torbay Yacht club 
£35.00 

Please book in advance with 
ORDA 

Race Training 
Friday 27th May 

Royal Torbay 
Yacht club 

9.00 Sign on 
16.30 finish 

 

For newcomers and people who haven't 
raced for 2 years, to avoid disappointment, 
please check if you are unsure whether you 

require training 


